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“Far from being the enemy of democratic government, 
conflict is the great engine of democracy. You can’t build a 

stable democracy without conflict, because it is the source of 
creativity, energy, innovation and citizen participation”

Y

“No is the beginning of the relationship”

Y

“Let’s have an adult conversation”

Y

“Conflict is an opportunity”
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Raymond Shonholtz was born on June 8, 1943 in Los 
Angeles, and was a graduate of UCLA and UC Berkeley 
School of Law. 

In 1976, Raymond founded Community Boards of 
San Francisco, one of the fi rst neighborhood and school 
mediation programs in the United States. Community 
Boards empowers colleagues and neighborhood 
members to collaborate in promoting the peaceful 
resolution of community and school-based confl ict. Its 
model has been propagated in hundreds of cities across 
the U.S. and abroad.

In 1989, aft er a year long fellowship supported by the 
Ford Foundation, Ray decided to take the lessons he 
had learned into the international arena and established 
Partners for Democratic Change. Partners is dedicated to 
advancing civil society worldwide, promoting a dynamic 
culture of change that embodies confl ict management 
skills. Partners does its work by building local capacity 
for mediating confl icts in the countries where it works.
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Due to the work of Ray and colleagues, Partners 
for Democratic Change is the largest change and 
confl ict management organization on a global scale. 
It has 20 national centers worldwide, including hubs 
in Washington, DC, and Brussels, as well as Partners’ 
programs in at least 20 other countries. Th ese centers 
are among the preeminent institutions in their home 
countries, supporting civil society, interethnic relations, 
network building, anti-corruption reform, family 
mediation, environmental mediation, youth and women’s 
leadership, local government reform, and a host of other 
dynamic initiatives.

Ray always said that the source of his strength was 
growing up in the loving nest of his extensive family in 
Los Angeles. Ray had a unique ability to form lasting, 
loving relationships across borders, social boundaries 
and different cultures. He was especially close to his 
“Gorilla” buddies that met several times a year. He was a 
loving man devoted to leaving the world a better place. 

Raymond is survived by his wife, Anne Devero, 
daughter Kelley (Drake), son Patrick, grandson James, 
brother Barton (Marlene), nephew Charles (Michelle), 
Maddie, Sophia, niece Jenifer (Andy), Griffi  n, Amelia, 
and Morgan.  

Y

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made to Partners for Democratic 
Change, 1779 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Suite 515, Washington, DC 
20036, or Community Boards, 3130 - 24th Street, San Francisco, 
CA  94110, or to the charity of your choice.      
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Ray and Anne go to the Inauguration Ball for President Obama

Ray at the Pyramids in Giza, Egypt
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Ray and his “Gorilla” buddies

Ray and his 
beloved dog, Morgan



Ray as “Don Ramon” in Seville


